
The Professional Diploma of Acupuncture and Moxibustion program at Ongiara College 
is divided into 4 Academic Years and conducted over a period of 3 calendar years (i.e. if 
your entry date is September 2009 you will complete your training in September 2012).   

In Academic Years One, Two and the first 6 months of Year Three attendance at college 
is based on 6 days per month.  For the remaining 3 months of Academic Year Three and 
the whole of Academic Year Four, attendance is 2-3 days per week.  Please refer to the 
schedule at the back of this catalogue for specific dates.

The program is organized so that the first two calendar years of the training allow 
students to continue working, at least part time.  There is no necessity to live in the vicinity
of the college.  However, for the final year, we recommend that students relocate to the 
area and concentrate exclusively on their studies due to the intensive nature of this
period of clinical practice/supervision.

OFF SITE CLINICS FOR EXTERNAL OBSERVATION
Ongiara College will provide a list of acupuncture and Oriental medicine clinics 
throughout Canada, the US and Europe where licensed, experienced practitioners 
welcome students during their external clinical observations.  We currently include clinics 
in California, DC, Maine, Maryland, Ontario, Pennsylvania, New York, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, West Virginia, locations throughout the UK and Europe (Amsterdam and
Oslo). We invite licensed practitioners in ALL areas to go on our list: please contact the 
Academic Dean.

The tables on pages 11 and 28 – 33 show a breakdown of course components for each 
main category of study indicating numbers of days (or hours) and numbers of credits 
awarded.  

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
Courses are numbered as follows, for ease of reference:
100 series courses are pre-requisite courses completed before enrollment
200 series courses are pre/co-requisite courses completed before enrollment/concurrent with 
academic years 1-2
300 series courses are delivered in academic year one
400 series courses are delivered in academic year two
500 series courses are delivered in academic year three
600 series courses are delivered in academic year four

ADVANCED PROFESSIONAL DIPLOMA



TOTAL DAYS, HOURS AND CREDITS (BROKEN DOWN INTO 4 ACADEMIC 
YEARS)
Classroom work is awarded 1 credit for 15 hours (class days are 7½ credit hours per day)
Supervised clinic work is awarded 1 credit for 30 hours (clinical days are 9 credit hours per 
day)
Supervised project work/external clinical observation is awarded 1 credit for 45 hours
Requirements for Independent Preparation/Study Assignments (non-credit) are 2 hours 
preparation per classroom hour and half an hour preparation/study per clinical hour

Key:
D = days
H = hours
C = credits

Academic 
Year One

Academic
Year Two

Academic 
Year Three

Academic
Year Four Total 4 Years

D H C D H C D H C D H C D H C
PRE/CO 
REQUISITES
Biomedical 
Classes

42 21

TOTAL 42 315 21
CLASSROOM 
WORK
Classical 
Theory

23.25 11.625 20 10 12 6 4 2 59.25 29.63

Acupuncture 
Skills

16.75 8.375 13.5 6.75 12 6 0 0 42.25 21.125

Practitioner 
Development

4.5 2.25 5.5 2.75 8 4 8 4 26 13

Clinical 
Experience

0 0 0.5 0.25 5 2.5 15 7.5 20.5 10.25

Allopathic 
medicine

4.25 2.125 8 4 7.75 3.88 0 0 20 10

Complementary 
Medicine

1 0.5 4 2 0 0 3 1.5 8 4

Body Work 5.5 2.75 4 2 2.5 1.25 0 0 12 6
TOTAL 55.25 415 27.625 55.5 417 27.5 47.25 355 23.63 30 225 15 188 1410 94

CLINICAL 
WORK
Supervised 
Clinical Practice

0 0 0 0 22 198 6.6 78 702 23.4 100 900 30

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 198 6.6 78 702 23.4 100 900 30
INDEPENDENT 
CREDIT WK
Supervised 
project

18 135 3 18 135 3 12 90 2 0 0 0 48 360 8

External clinical 
observation

0 0 0 0 0 0 12 90 2 12 90 2 24 180 4

TOTAL 18 135 3 18 135 3 24 180 4 12 90 2 72 540 12
INDEPENDENT 
PREP/STUDY

380 0
Various 695 0 699 0

249 0
711 0

2734 0
TOTAL 92.75 695 0 93.25 699 0 83.75 629 0 94.75 711 0 364.5 2734 0

GRAND 
TOTAL

766.5 5899 157

"Those who have no compassion have no wisdom. 
Knowledge, yes; cleverness, maybe; wisdom, no. 

A clever mind is not a heart. 
Knowledge doesn't really care. Wisdom does."

Benjamin Hoff, Tao of Pooh, Dutton Books, 1982


